Preach'd before the 3 


BuRGEssEs of Weſtminſter, 


St. MARGARET'S ih, 
On Thurſday, April the. 18th, 174 5. 


— 


Being che Day appointed by Act of Parliament 
for the Election of the two Chief Bonckssxs. 
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| pam Ryu and is cb 
me: My faden was ds a Robe 
"and. e Diladews: T was Des to 
be Blind,” aud Feet was I to tb 
Zane. TI was d Father to the 
Poor, and the Cauſe which I hnew 
not, 7 "ſearched out. And I brake 
whe, Jau of the Wicked, and 


| Pucked the Spot out of 6 bis Teevh. 


. 

+ 550 ts of Religion. gs 4 
count, it . ſeem; that no Leſſons of 
Inſtruction more: ly tend to the 
Suppreſſion of Vice, and t e Encourage- 
ment of Goodneſs, - than a juſt Deſcription 
. A 2 of 


445 


of thoſe me Perſonages who have 
ſupported the Dignity of human Nature 
have generouſly facrificed Eaſe, Life, and 
5 ue the Intereſts of the Füblic. 
Such noble Patterns of Virtue not only 
give us the cleareſt Evidence of its as 
Excellency, :but at the ſame time 
thoſe diſcouraging Prepoſſeſſions which 
Men are apt to A of the Difficul-, 
ties of Practice. hey awaken in us a 
* Senſe of e e warm 
ani mate our Boſoms with a true Sub- 
| ne Thin: and inſpire us. with 
a a Jane n | of co Ms, the great 
Originals bete dre us * * 
en D dne e 
Convi d. of NY Truth 80 this Opfer- 
1, I have drawn from the ſacred Hi- 
rater as amiable and N 
as a in the Records of paſt Ages; 
Character that ſcorns to borrow its Fi Are 
and Diſtinction | from , the Pageantry of 
Power or Fortune, but derives them from 
thoſe ſurer Indications of Greatneſs, a ge- 
nume Beneficence of Spirit, and an uni- 
gone Rectitude of Manners : Such was 
Job: His whole Life was formed upon 
che grand Models of Humanity and Reli- 
gion; he did Honour to his Natute both 
in che Palace and om the Punghil, and 


0 S8 A carried 


(s) 


carried the Generoſity and Friendſhip, the 
Tenderneſs of Affection, the Iinpartiality 


of Juſtice, and the Diſintereſtedneſs of 
Patriotiſm to the higheſt" Pitch of Per- 
fection: He put on Rigbteouſneſi, and it 
elhrbed bim, bis Judgment was as 4 Robe 
and a Diadem. He wwas Eyes to the Blind, 
and Feet was he ro the Lame; He ware 
Father to the Poor, and the Canſe which: 
he knew not, he ſearched ont. "He \ broke: + 
the Faws of the Wicked, and plucked the 
Sport out of bis Teeth, Theſe fine Spe- 
cimens of an humane and virtuous Dif- 
poſition, which made him the Admira- 
tion of his Cotemporaries, and one of the 
brighteſt Ornaments of the Jeiſd An- 
nals, will ſuffieiently juſtify me for intro- 
ducing him to the Notice of this auguſt 
Aſſembly; ſince there are no — 
tions which can adorn the Man, the Ci- 
tizen, or the Magiſtrate, but what are 
ſtrongly painted by the Text, in the illu- 
ſtrious Portrait of the great” Arabian. 
Give me leave therefore, 1 * 


5 ri, To open and . thee more 
„üngatk ing Parts of his Character, 

i - Stcondy, TO ſubjoin ber Reflections 

W- connected with the Subject, and 1 


„ of this Occaſion 
n 


The 


PPP c 


of: Manners. > Had. therefore the 


ſuaſion of the eter 
and Evil, of the natural Deformity of 


(8s) 

* The-firt View of this memorable Man 
ſents us with. a noble Image of his 
Adherence to the Laws of Religion 

a true Principle, and the fulleſt Con. 

of their divine Original. Had he 
been actuated by the Impulſe of a falſe 
Ambition, a Fondneſs of Popularity, or 
an undue Regard: to human Authority, 
all his good Qualities, however beneficial 
to Mankind, had loſt: their Merit in a 
moml Eſtimation. They might have 
wore indeed; the Complexion of Virtue; 
but that Complexion -had- been only arti - 
fteial; a ſhowy: Imitation of thoſelovelier- 
Beauties which, flow from a right Diſpo- 
fitien of Mind, and a native Simply. 


- great. 
Patriarch: iwd like the faſſuonable Mo- 


califts of our Age, who have reſolved the 
old Syſtem of their Forefathers into a cer- 


tain Elegancy of Behaviour, he had-con- 
inſtead 


tented Himel with A 
of Realities. But he Was too: honeſt to 

lay the — he had a ſtrong Per- 
p al Differences of "Good 


Vice, and the inherent Excellence of Vir- 


tue: He was ſenſible that the Perfection 


and Happineſs of human Nature was 


equally the Reſult of the one, as its De- 


pravity _ 


o $1.4 4 
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pint and Mie ifery was of the other: He 
new too that a Conformity to che WII 
of God, and an exact Obſervance of his 
Precepts, Were the: only Characteriſticks 
_ of moral Rectitüde; and looked it 
as 4 momenteus Part of his 
tions, to 1 others with the Sine . 
vated 3 by his own 


2 
Behaviour, neither would he yes by 
Piety to waſte its Luſtre amidſt the Soli- 
tades of the Defart, but clothed: himfelf 
with Righteouſneſs, as he emphatically ex- 
les it, e might ve eee im: 
If to the Imitation of Mankind; by 4 
— bat ahh ur the 2 th od Virtue.” 


Hewed an exact and — Regard 
to the Rights of others in the Decifions of 
Juſtice, a Province which he was 
equal to, by the Splendor of his Station 

and Circumſtances, as well as the — 4 
grity of his Life. In this conſpi 


Nr 1 


(8) 
end -Mapnagimity,- and, gave! fo. mapy; ib 
loftrious Proofs. of mere 06 bi6 Cops 
duct, and the. Equity, of. his -Determing- 
tions, that: it procured: him. a truer Riem 
than 5. Enſigns - of his Authority, 
The Rove: and the Diadem naturally impreſs 
Awe and Meneration upon xplgar Minds, 
and may vin ſome meaſure; tend to create 2 
publie Reverence of the ; bur i 
— — Markyps 5 1 


+ ns — 
5 — a Lis, andievery Panogytic 
wrote upon hs V irmes & ftudięg Impoſition 
upon him; for then the high Opinion, the 


arm e the ice. 0 the 
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* if 729 ; 


42 . 54 yrs, oh. i 
7 99 4 
; $1.2 4.4. £8 ety dF "fs 
* f 2 ͤ9 ½ł T5 
der 
— 1 4 E 3 y #"\ 
ee ode wii 
as % 2 . a, es” * * © 2 
* 


volenee, 


= 9 | 
rolence, and. is as amiable in his private C 
paeity, as he is yenerable in his puhlic one. 
uheve already ſeen, him; j the Ph of . 
tio, but here we view him RE Pam, 


Alkane, Support, and Comfor + accords 
: Fs — ßen Croton 


OED Figur among mY 
human Species, ale he be {t: 0 
beautified by the additional Graces ud. 
neſs and Generokity. In reality, a benefi-- 
cent. Spirit is 2 Compoſition, of every. thing 
great and valuable; it exalts our Nature to 
the nobleſt Pitch of Perfection, and is be 
genuine Souree from whence, the Endow-, 
ments of the Mind derive | Luſtre and 
Efficaey. For what is there in thę warmeſt 


: meien, the mail accurate aa "<7 


Aud their 


0.20 ) 
oft unlimited Capacity, Shen 


1 


theſe Ace u 
narrow Enclofures ofa a ſelfiſh Feats" 2 
What Services accrue to Mankind, from the 
military Genius of the Soldier, the laborious 
eber of the Philoſopher; or the refined 
Teley of the Stateſman, ville they deſpi 
the ſacred Obligations of S6ciety,. u 
ſtitute their Abilities to the bels Pu 
Awzrice and Ambitien? Without + - of 
| | y, Courage 
is Rathtiefs and Brutelity, Wiſdom becomes 
miſchievous, ' Power —— and” Ren- 


| „ 3. 9H ON Na 1. rde. 
= I wouls Gedeih been a glati 

Deficiency in the Conduct of Fob; if h 
not 4 0 the Friend wu the | 
and Activity that he did the Magi: 
4 the Intereſts of Mankind: 
heve thrown a Shade over his:Virtues, and: 
farniſhed Materials for à Satire, inflead of 
in Eulagium. But he has admirably cleared: 
himſelf from ſuch diſhonourable Caſpdvickis, 
By leaving in the Records of Seripture eter- 
nal pron ene of his « Benevolence: A 
a e which, diffuſive as the Light 
Heaven, warm'd, cheriſh d, and. invigo- 
rated the whole Creation: around him: & 
Benevolence! which inſpir d by a tender 
erb nd a golike Ami 


{ 22 } 
tion of relieving it, explor'd the Obſcurities 
of the Hoſpital and the Dungeon, and pre- 
ſerited Health to the Sick, aud Liberty to 
the Captive: A Benevolence] which gave 
Inſtruction to the Ignorant, Reformation 
to the Profligate; Reaſon to the Lunatic, 


rt to the Neceſſitous, Protection to 
the Deſerving, and Patronage to the Or- 
Shan: : A Benevolence] which, in his own 


ſublime Expreſſion, was Eyes to the Blind, 
Feet fo he Lame, and which FO the Wi- 


: r Heurt ſong 9 Toy. 


Whateier ſituation of Life Naw k are in, 
if they partake of that divine T 
which animated Jas, they will diſcover i it 
in proportionable Endeavours to ſupply the 
Wants of the Public by a liberal Diſtzibu- 
tion of kind Services. They will not confine 
the Offices of Humanity to fuch unhappy 


Objects as eccafionally move their ſofter 


Paſſions, nor content themſelves with giv- 
ing a ſmall Aſſiſtance to a few Individuals, 

but will ſtudy and contrive, with the ut- 
moſt Solicitude, to render their particular. 
Talents extenſively uſeful. Under the In- 


fluence of this amiable Principle, the Man 


of Power and Authority will make it the 
ſtated Employment of his Life to E 
Merit from the Scourge of Oppreſſion, to 

eee Innocence from the Hand ot 


B 2 the 


(ra 1 
che Deſtroyer, tb vithdicats the Canſoftthe 
Fen ſls patronize Virtue; and to prb- 
mote Arts and Sciences, by the publie En- 
88 emehts of his Favour: He will not 
otry of his Sect or Partyito lay 
Nets fs es) Bounty, or to don 
Br Te Within the Bartiers'of political or re- 
ligidus Piſtifctions, but extends His Bené- 
ee ke the great 'Law of Nature, to 

e whole Community of rational Beings. 

N lle manner, if Knowledge be his more 
eminent Accompliſiment, ne Will nbt bury 
it in the Solitudes of a Cloiſter, but gene- 
 roufly epos it in ſpreading the beneficial 
Tfluchces'sf Reaſon, by eorrecting our Pre- 
judicks, regulating our Paſſions, and beauti- 
Fying our Underſtandings. He gives Indu- 
fry x wider Sphere to range in, and is equal- 
Iy ſtudious to improve the Arts of Mecha- 
min, as the Speculations of Philoſophy!" Is 
He dleſs'd with the Enjoyment of Plenty 
and Abiridance? he ſcbrns to miſapply his 
Riches in ſupporting the Vanity and Oſten- 
tation of Life; He > a Taſte too refined 
and elegant to" /"Cxerifice his Fortune to tlie 
Delicacies of his Table, br the Magnificence 
of his Buildings; His Wealth delights him 
chiefly, as it enables hirn to relieve the Ne- 
ceffitics of the Poor; and while he indulges 
the noble Generoſity of his Spirit, he en- 


e e — 8 in a more 
. 4 exquiſite 


{ £8 ) 


xquiſite A es Epicure can 


do in the wildeſt Scenes of Net and De- 
—_— i} 0 .S. 2 51 gt he < 50 
11 als far we —— e 
of Job; and have viewed him in all the i- 
luſtribus Diſtinctions which ariſe from the 
ſty of Virtue, and the Tenderneſs of 
Humanity. But all theſe amiable and ex- 
alted: Accompliſhments were ſtill height- 
ened in the bright Exemplar before us, by 
a zealous Attachment to the Intereſts of 
Truth, and an umwearied Application to 
the Diſcovery of it. Had he been remiſs 


and wiclelent in his Enquiries, had he con- 


tented himſelf with a Superficial View of 
Things, and thought it a Diſparagement to 
his Genius to attend to the gradual Open- 
ings of Conviction, his whole Life muſt 
have been one continued Scene of Error 
and Deluſion. The generous Friend, tha 
zonate: Benefactor, the kind Patron, 


2 equitable Magiſtrate, and diſintereſted 


Patriot, would have been as prejudicial to 
his-Chinntry, by the Miſapplication of his 
Virtues, and the Inconſiſtency of his Be- 


haviour, as if he had acted upon the Sug- 


geſtions of Pride Am His Be- 
nevolence had been blind and undiſtinguiſh- 
ing, his Judgment partial and unſatisfactory, 
and} all. his Aoi had wanted that dug. 


N. P: opriety, 


( 24 } 
Propriety, that delicate Harmony and Ad- 
juſtment Which gives the Ala of Life 
Their” fineſt Poliſhing. On this Account 
the great Patriarch employed himſelf in 
2''calm' and di 
and Purſued h h the Mazes bf 
Contr , and the Artifices of Falſhood, 
till he had throughly ſearched but the Cafe 
_avhith\'he' knew not; and could Juſtify. his 
Sentiments by all the Authority of Reaſon. 
He was very unlike'many of the Moderns, 
who have too e dive into 
her ſacred Receſſes, and too little Patience 
to trace a Subject thro? the © methodical 


Proceſſes of Enquiry,” but implicitely ac- 


quieſce'in the moſt ſenſeleſs Paradoxes, 


onate Study of Truth, 


miſtaking the Self- ſufficiency of Ignorance 


N the Sength of Demonſtration.” 


11 whats be ;nfinitely uſeful to e . 
| if Men could be taught to entertain ſuch 
fincere Affection of Truth, as to make the 
eternal Diſtinctions of Right and Wrong. 
the only Rules of Determination, both in 


would it be for us, did we admit no Prin- 
eiple, However venerable in the Eſtima- 
tion of the Vulgar, and diſregard no Sen- 

timent, however un 0 lar, till we were 
perfectly ſatisfied of the Veracity of the 
_ * is Falfity! of eli other. The 

4 ana Man 


their private and public Capacities,” Happy 


| Tank 
Ilan would then think. and behave. with 


the Magiſtrate would appear in all the 
Dignity, of Character; and every honeſt 
Member of the Community would have 
cauſe-to--rejoice,. that his Claims and Pre- 
tenfions were to be meaſured by the Stan- 
dards of Equity, and not left to the arbi- 


1 5 Deciſions of enen e, 


n 
maje noe of a great 
Patriot, vindicating the Rights and Pri- 
vileges of Mankind, a the troache- 
FOUS Encroachmeiits' Power and Inju- 
ftice, He did not think it confiſtent with 
the Integrity and Benerolence of his Fem- 
per, to indulge himſelf in a lazy Inacti- 
vity, and tamely ſee his Fellow creatures 
| expoſed to the Inſqlence of Pride, the 


1 anny of Opprefſion, and the. Ravages 
Ambiti 


ion; and therefore, with a, true 


Gallantry of Spirit, exerted his 1Endea- 
vours to 4 Properties from, Ra- 
pics and Extortion, and their Perſons from 
ſolt and Violation: He broke the aus 
of the Wicked, and: plucked- the- Sport | out 
of his Teeth. He diſcouraged (as it may 
be inferred-from a natural Interpretation of 
the Clauſe before us) Vice and Immora- 
uy, to. the utmoſt of his Ability. Every 
Species 


becoming Propriety in every Scene of Liſe; | 


4 
3 
| 


| 
| 
| 

i 

— 
| 

| 

{ 


(36 } 

Species of Quilt every Degree of Iniquity: 
however ſupported by the Figure _ In- 
fluence; of its Confederates, met With a 
ſeyere! Oppoſition from him: He dif 

armed! it hy Reproof and Admonition; 
he. diſcauntenanced it by. the Luſtre of 
his own:Exarhple ;.and:if the gentler Me- 
 thods of Reformation, proved inſufficient; | 
he ſolemnly arraign dt in the Courts of 
Juſtice. Intimidated by no Difficulties, 
biaſs d: by no Partialities, influenced by no 
Confiderations of Intereſt, he — Fe | 
ſtand up the great Champion of Truth 
and Virtue, mild the Diſcouragements 
of Power, the Malignity of Factions, the 
Virulence) of IIl-nature, and all che ca- 
cn OTE ligen tles, ge. 
es di ini doing o 2 
„Wes baue bew leifarely: ſarveyed this 
fine Portrait of Virtue in Behaviour of 
J, aid: have ſugceſſiyely admi | th 
Saint, the Benefaclor, the Magiſtrate, and 
the Patriat; I ſay, admireu.— for ſurely he 
muſt have a very dull, Imagination, as 
well as a wretched Depravity of Taſte, 
who can behold this memorable Man act- 
ing ſuch illuſtrious Parts on the Theatre 
of Life, without being deeply affected with 
the lively Images of Piety, Juſtice, Huma- 

nity, and Heroiſm, ſo; ex e er 
* in * Character. tad * CER | 
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e ly, ** ſubjoin a Ka Reflexions | 


LS * 1 


N of this Occaſion. ) 5 2 


RE is nothing that can give us a a lüb. 

| 1 Idea of infinite Wiſdom, or a more 
advantageous Conception of G Zovernment? 
than the Appointment of different Stations 
among Creatures of the ſame 8 ecies. This 
Bilpo ition of Things, which places one 
of us in a due Subjection to the other, 
ſeems admirably calculated for the proba- 
tionary Scene 5 human Life, as it exhibits 
Virtue in a Variety of Lig hts, and makes 
room for a, more eminent Diſplay of mo- 
ral. Excellence. In Conformity to this 
_ happy Syſtem, the Wiſdom of the Legi- 
flature has put this great City under your 
1 Juriſdiction, and by that means 
given you the nobleſt Opportunity of 
LETS 2 good Patriarch, in tlie moſt 


connected with the ws and the Sos 


ſhining. Parts & his Character. And ſurely 


it muſt, be a pleaſing Satisfaction to every 


worthy Man, who has a true Senſe of the 


State and Exigencies of Society, as well as 
of his own "Obligations to the Public, tb 
be fix d in ſuch a Sphere of Action, where 


His Labours and Abilities will more exten- 


_ "fively 


FF Ao FEA ATED AHN ANA AAA Mute oy 
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( 18) 


fively contribute to the * ty of his 
Fellow-citizens, by the Reformation of 
Manners, and the Support of Regularity 
and Order. One of this virtuous. Comple- 
xion will make uſe of the moſſ vigofous 
Endeavours to diſcharge the facred Truſt 
repoſed in him. The Public expects it from 
him. His Station obliges him to it; ne 

therefore he will be fo fa from diſa — 
ing their Expectations by a lazy Indolence 
on the one hand, and an Aude wk ppli- 
cation of Power on the other, that he Wi 
think it his indifpentible Duty to ma 
himſelf as beneficial as he can, and will 
ſtudy to adorn the Virtues of the Citizen 
with the Dignity or (he Magiſtrate, | IN Fe 
It is, indeed, an In my to this gets 
Age, as well as a peculiar Diſhnour' to 
2 City, that the united Efforts of pub- 
ae Agr Men, inveſted with the Au- 
ity of the. State, become daily more 


5 ina: more neceſlary to ſuppreſs the ſhare. 


leſs Impudence of Vice and Immor 
Fenc'd in, as we are, by the Efficacy "of 
.good Laws, and. the Maj Jeſty of a wite Be. 
vernment; guarded from the Broils of do- 
meſtic A. and the difnal Appre- 
henſion of foreign Invaſions ; ſecure of Pro- 
| pexty, Protection, and Freedom; and, 
* all, exquilitely bleſs d * the ſtrongeft 
| | Coalition 


(9) 


Coalition of Civil Policy with Religion, we 
might reaſonably expect that every Engh/h- 


man would, of himſelf, ſtrengthen the 


Power and Intereſts of his Country, by the 


additional Security of his own private Vir- 
tue. But inſtead of defending the goodly 
Structure of our Conſtitution by a national 
Morality, we ſeem to have entered into a 
ſtrong Confederacy againſt it, by extin- 
guiſhing every generous Impreſſion of Hu- 
manity, by ſacrilegiouſly transferring the 
Empire of Reaſon to our Senſes, by aban- 
doning ourſelves to all the execrable Vices 
of Lewdneſs and Luxury, and by counte- 
nancing ſuch a ſoft E eminacy of Man- 
ners, as would raiſe Abhorrence # in the Sa- 
waer of America. | 


Would to God that the black k Catalogue 
of human Vices could find no place in a 
Deſcription of the Manners of this great 
City, where the Opportunities of Sin are 
as numerous as the Temptations to it! 
Would to God that the moral Diſtinctions 
of its principal Inhabitants bore ſome Pro- 
portion to their civil ones; that their Vir- 
tues were equal to their Fortunes, and their 
Behaviour as illuſtrious as their Equipages! 
On the contrary, an Affectation of a falſe 
Politeneſs, an uſeleſs Prodigality of Dreſs, 


a faſtidious Delicacy of living, a continual 
A - Diſſipa- 


* 


(2) 


Diflipa ipation of Thought in unmanly Di- 
verſions, are become the Criterions of 
true. Taſte, and the only Arts in faſhion. 
beer has not on ly loſt its wonted Effi- 
caey upon the Heart, but is daily dragg'd 
J Buffoons before the Tribunals 
idicule, and publickly treated as the 
Gilera Gffpring of Spleen and Poli- 
ticks. , Debauchery and vagrant Unclean- 
neſs have erected their Standards in the 
Streets, while the profeſſed Advocates of 
Vice are cbntinually ſtrengthning her Le- 
ions by new Auxiſiaries, and propagating 

| 15 Power to the Deſtruction of Innocence; 
like the miſerable Athenians, infected with 
the Plague, who (as the Hiftorian tells us) 
en . a barbarous Pleaſure in communi- 


n the Poiſon. . 


In theſe ſhameleſs Triumphs of Liese 
and Diſorder, the moſt publick- ſpirited 
Magiſtrate. will find ſufficient Employment 
for all his Vigour and Activity. If he 
means well, he will be cautious in his 
Conduct, ſo. as not to exaſperate the Fierce- 
neſs of the Profligate, by an over-rigorous 
Severity of Puniſhments, nor to encourage 
his licentious Behaviour, by letting looſe 
the Reins of his Authority. And that he 
1770 have the greater Influence in a ſpeedy 
mendment of Offenders, and walk wor- 


thy 


| (21) 
thy of bis Vecation, he will endeavour by 
a well conducted Courſe, of Life, and an 
exemplary Strictneſs of Morals, to ſypport 
the Dignity of his Character, and, in Imi- 
tation of Job, will put on Righteouſneſs, as 
well as the Robes of Magi ſtracy. This 
will not only inſpire; Mankind with a ge- 
nuine Eſteem and Veneration of his Perſon, 
and beget in them an habitual Acquieſ- 
cence in his Decrees, but will exhibit ſuch 
a noble Image of the Majeſty of Virtue, 
as will ſtrike the deepeſt Impreſſion upon 
their Boſoms. The ſhining Examples of 
rivate Men may, indeed, have a powerful 
Tendency to diſcourage Vice and Irreligion, 
by giving their Families and Acquaintance 
very amiable Conceptions of Piety and Re- 
ligion, but the Obſcurity of their Lives will 
not ſuffer their Virtues to ſhine with half 
that Strength and Diffuſion as the public 
Capacity of the Magiſtrate admits of, who 
by this means can make the Luſtre of his 
Conduct ſpread as widely as his Juriſdic- 
tion, and more effectually ſerve the Pur- 
poſes of Morality, than all the Solemnity 
that attends him in the Execution of Juſtice. 


The good Magiſtrate entertains likewiſe 
ſuch a ſtrong Senſe of Benevolence, ſuch an 
exalted Spirit of Humanity, ſuch a gene- 
rous Affection to his Country, that he will 


not 
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not ſuffer uny (Ah Views to diſconcert his 
Phan f Action, or to ſtand in Competition 
With the public Good. He will obſerve 
ſuch atrigid Impartiality in the Diſtribution 
of Juſtice, that he will not be biaſs d by 
the Artifices of Perſuaſion, the moving 
Stfainsof Oratory, or the cloſeſt Connexions 
of -Nffinity. Menaces cannot diſcourage 
him, Tears move him, [nor i rot 
Him. a 


Beides this, the good Magiſtrate will 
make uſe of all proper Opportunities of 
expoſing the Millignity of Vice, and recom- 
mending the Excellence of Virtue. Friend 
ly Admonitions, and kind Expoſtulations, 
which greatly obtain'd in the firſt Ages of 
Chriſtianity, when a native Simplicity of 
Manners was called true Politeneſs, are now 
fo univerſally exploded by a criminal. Mo- 
deſty on the one hand, and a refined Com- 

phiſance on the other, that even good and 
pious Men are deterr' d from the Practice 
of ſo diſobliging a Duty. But a Perſon in 
Authority will be allowed, in deſpight of 
the Punctilio's of Good- breeding, to ꝓut 
Men in mind of their groſs Impieties, to 
warn them of the dreadful Conſequences of 
Iniquity, and to ſuggeſt the purer Enjoy- 
ments of Virtue and Religion. A Remon- 
ſtrance againſt vicious Practices, made by 


the 
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the Magiſtrate with becoming Zeal and 
Gravity, will probably ſtrike deeply upon 
a wicked Mind, that has before diſregarded 
the moſt pathetic Exhortations of the ten- 
dereſt Parent, 


Encouraged by theſe Conſiderations, and 
a due Senſe of the ſacred Obligations of 
your Office, max yon long: continus . in the 
vigorous Execution of it. May the Inffu- 
ence. of your Vintues the Splendoy of your 
Example, and the Authority of your Sta- 
tion, ſucceſsfully contribute to the Suppreſ- 
ſion of Vice, and the Maintenance of Peace, 
Reguſarity, and Order. May no Prejudices 
of Party, no Servility of Spirit, no upgue 
Attachments to private Intereſt, ever ſlacken 


your commendable Induſtry ; and God Al- 


mighty proſper your -well-meant Endea- 
vours. May your Attention to the Public, 
derive the Rleſſings of his Providenee upon 
you and your Families here, and the gra- 
cious Acceptance of his Favour hereafter. 
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